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He humbly concurs with Your Majesty, in viewing with dislike
what in the days of Sir Robert Peel was universally regarded with
misgiving as Socialism, but it is a subject of great concern to him
that a disposition to favour it appears to have made considerable
way with the two chief political parties in the State.
He trusts also Your Majesty will never find him wanting in the
disposition to distinguish between progress and revolution : and
even that Your Majesty may have regarded his recent course as in
a measure dissociating him from extreme or dangerous views.
In Government the leader of a party has a title, in certain cases,
to limit the speech and action of the members of an Administra-
tion, who are usually the leading men of the party. But his
position when not in office has no such positive title, and it would
be difficult, and unusual, for him to act strongly in this sense,
except by his own example, and by private representation or
remonstrance.
Mr. Chamberlain is known as the most active and efficient re-
presentative at this time of what may be termed the left wing of
the Liberal party ; and Mr. Gladstone recently thought it would
be well to invite him to Hawarden with a view to personal com-
munication, which has now been effected he thinks with ad-
vantage.
Mr. Chamberlain is wholly unaware of any communication at
this juncture between Your Majesty and Mr. Gladstone.
Mr. Gladstone has deemed it his duty to do all he could at this
time towards inducing the entire Liberal party to cooperate in
a line of action which entirely corresponds, in his opinion, with
Your Majesty's phrase, in being progress without revolution. He
has been the more anxious to promote a distinct plan of action,
both on account of his own time of life, which naturally enhances
the desire for rest together with an anxiety not to leave confusion
behind him, and on account of circumstances which recently
occurred, having reference to administration in Ireland.
He has endeavoured to look forward, with due reference to
either contingency of a Liberal majority or of a Liberal minority
at the election; apart however from exceptional contingencies,
and in regard only to what may be termed the ordinary course of
domestic politics and legislation.
In his opinion, formed after the communications he has held in
different quarters, the Liberal party has before it, open to its